RUSSIA  AND  THE  STRUGGLE  FOR  A  MONOPOLY  OF EMPIRE

or hopes exist in all the countries which still maintain a democratic
existence. It is feared or hoped that the plenary powers secured on
account of war requirements, or the apparatus for the control of
public opinion similarly secured, will not be given up; it is feared
or hoped that a coup is being planned for some particular time, to
place a particular group, as trustees for some class or classes, in
possession of absolute power. Such ambitions or suspicions
introduce a keen current of mutual distrust, poisoning political
life; each side suspects the other of aiming at the conquest of
power, and fears being thus thrown into the shade for an in-
definite period.

Everywhere in this war a secret struggle for power is proceeding
behind the scenes, and this struggle gives great opportunities to
external influences. Even apart from that, the existence of this
hidden struggle reveals the true situation as one of universal civil
war, a universal revolution of which the military warfare is only
one of the symptoms. It may be surmised that in this civil war the
fronts cut across all nations, in an entirely different way from any
at present supposed. It is a mistake to imagine that there are only
the national fronts; these, in any case, will probably change more
than once in the course of this war.

Russia and the Struggle for a Monopoly of Empire
Not only democratic regimes can be broken up or dominated
with the aid of rival Elites; this means can be used also in dealing
with the Soviet Union. It was on the face of it unlikely that Hitler
would make no use in his relations with Russia of his most effective
"secret weapon", and confine himself to military measures, even if
certain particulars of his political preparations had not become
known.
Political work cannot be carried on in Russia on the lines that
promised success in dealing with the nations of western Europe.
There is nothing to be gained by making use of discontented
elements in Soviet Russia. The support of nationalist ambitions,
such as was lent from Germany to tie centres of agitation in' the
Ukraine, is too irrelevant to the main purpose to be of serious
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